THE REMEDIES?

the politicians are allowed to consummate our
economic ruin.1

The opposite policy of antagonizing America,
of forcible interference in European affairs, of
conquests and imperialism in the rest of the
world, would probably be fatal* It would alienate
the Dominions, who would secede and put them-
selves under American protection. It would ex-
haust our financial resources, and destroy the
power which comes from financial control. And
if, at the end of a prodigal and reckless career
of political adventure, our politicians contrived
to plunge us into another World-War, with
U.S.A. on the other side, it might very easily
mean a downfall as complete as that of Assyria.
Fortunately there is every reason to believe that
our rulers have at any rate appreciated the value
of American friendship. But we shall earn this
friendship best, not by seeking to involve America
also in the complications and rancours of Europe,
but by imitating, so far as possible, her sagacious
attitude of dispassionate detachment.

1 They nearly were in 1931.
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